THE GREAT STATE

tion of industrial artisans. But this is not the place
for a study of the history of the Country-side, suffice
it to sum up the matter by a specific illustration;
the town of Warwick, as it stands to-day, is a fairly
typical example of the normal towns of the earlier
period; while Manchester or Birmingham is a typi-
cal city of modern life. The radical distinctions
between the two classes are fairly obvious; and a
clear conception of this fundamental fact of the
modern city will be a convenient starting-point for
our examination of the possibilities of country life
under the ideal conditions of the Great State.

It will be for others to discuss the phenomena of
the intervening period of transition from the present
to the future: it is the business of this essay to
describe the Country as it visualises itself to the
mind of one who accepts and hopes for the Great
State as the most probable and most desirable con-
dition of human society, as it will one day be organ-
ised. It will be a frankly ideal presentation of the
Country-side of the Great State. But although it
will be a statement of an ideal place, it does not
necessarily follow that it is based on phantoms of
the imagination. On the contrary, we idealists of
the Great State claim that our visions are founded
on a substantial ground-work of hard, material
facts; we reach our ideal by rational conclusions
from things which already exist. We argue from
the known to the unknown.

At the beginning of this statement it seems very
50